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Failure not an option for Lauret

J
eannie Lauret, owner of a Menomonee Falls-based subcontractor, said 
she doesn’t think twice about being a woman in construction.

“I was brought up in it, so it’s second nature to me,” she said.
Lauret, now CEO of the custom metal fabrication and installation con-

tractor Duwe Metal Products Inc., worked for the company for 24 years 
before taking over from her father as owner. 

One of her first steps in her new position was to have the company certified as 
a woman-owned business enterprise and a disadvantaged-business enterprise, 
helping Duwe fulfill hiring requirements on many Milwaukee-area projects, such 
as Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co.’s new downtown office tower. Gaining 
these certifications, she said, introduced the company to more bidding opportuni-
ties and is helping her expand and re-energize Duwe.

“I’m the second generation now to be leading Duwe, and having this opportuni-
ty, I will not let this company fail,” she said.

The success of the company, she said, ultimately depends on the involvement 
and dedication of all staff members. In her role as CEO, she plans to emphasize 

the importance of teamwork, adding that the most important part of her job is 
following through on the ideas proposed by her team.

“I believe it’s fundamentally critical to listen to all our employees, and I want to 
empower them to make suggestions, because I’m not doing this alone. They give 
this place energy and life,” she said.

Lauret’s dedication to the industry and its workers extends beyond support-
ing her own employees and includes time spent on the Construction Advisory 
Subcommittee of WRTP/BIG STEP’s Board of Directors and work to promote 
hands-on training and construction education for those considering a career in 
the trades. She also is beginning to serve as a mentor to younger women and said 
she hopes to pass on her love for the industry and instill a mindset of persever-
ance that could help others achieve success similar to her own.

“There’s much opportunity to be had if women want to pursue this,” Lauret 
said. “Being a woman or a man, I just believe it doesn’t matter, really, who you are. 
It’s just, you have to respect people. That’s what’s going to bring you success.”

— Beth Kevit
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